
Please note: Masks are no longer required but are recommended in indoor spaces on The
University of British Columbia campus. Learn about Covid-19 protocols at
UBC: covid19.ubc.ca.

Hours Update
We are still operating on low-season hours. This includes reduced hours and admission by
donation at Nitobe Memorial Garden. UBC Botanical Garden will re-open March 3rd with $5
admission for the month of March. The Greenheart TreeWalk is closed until April 1, 2023.
Please visit our website for our complete schedule.

Both gardens occasionally close due to weather, so please check our website before visiting.

Notice: Wednesday, March 1st, 2023 and Thursday, March 2nd, 2023 - All locations will be 
CLOSED due to snowy weather. Due to weather conditions, the Shop in the Garden will now 
open on March 3rd, 2023 from Wednesday to Sunday from 10 am – 4:30 pm.   

Visit our Hours page

http://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/
https://covid19.ubc.ca/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/hours


Abies lasiocarpa

March in the Garden
This month’s offering is another exploration of the Botanical Garden’s conifers. As shown in the past few
instalments, they are a fascinating, diverse and somewhat overlooked group of plants. Conifers are
gymnosperms, which—like flowering plants—are seed-bearing vascular plants (i.e., they have internal
plumbing). But rather than producing their seeds in a specialized, enclosing ovary, as do the flowering
plants, gymnosperms produce their seeds on the surface of a scale, usually sandwiched tightly between
other scales. The diversity of conifers across the world is impressive and each family group has its own
distinctive features. 

Learn more

https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/march-in-the-garden-2023/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/march-in-the-garden-2023/


Horticulture Training Program
Now accepting applications for Fall 2023
Interested in a career in horticulture, gardening, forestry or landscape architecture?

The UBC Botanical Garden Horticulture Training Program (HTP) is the only full-time horticulture
training program in Metro Vancouver north of the Fraser River.

Running from late summer to spring, this comprehensive eight-month, full -time program is
designed to teach you the fundamentals of plant sciences, plant identification, soil management,
design, park maintenance, aesthetics, business practices and community awareness. Whether
you want to become a landscape architect, commercial landscaper, arborist or urban farmer, the
UBC Botanical Garden Horticulture Training Program can provide you with the foundational skills
and knowledge you need to advance your career.

The deadline to apply is March 15, 2023 for the Fall 2023 cohort.

Learn more

Wild Plant Wednesdays
Have you ever looked on the underside of a fern frond and seen
strange little brown bumps? Those are the sites of reproductive
spores called “sori” (the singular being “sorus”), which is very
different than the much more recent evolution of seeds in

https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/learn/horticulture-training-program/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/learn/horticulture-training-program


plants. Well, Onoclea sensibilis take things even further.
Instead of having its spores on its normal fronds, it has two
separate types of fronds – ones that just hold reproductive
spores, and ones that are green and feed the plant via
photosynthesis. Onoclea sensibilis is called the “sensitive fern”
because it’s non-fertile fronds quickly fade when touched by the
first frost. However, its brown fertile fronds persist (photo here)
and are quite interesting to look at in winter. The specimen
pictured here was collected in the Nipissing District of Ontario
by staff member Ben Stormes in 2018. 

Want to see more regular content about featured wild plants?
We post a new Wild Plant Wednesday post on social media
each week. Follow us on Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, or
LinkedIn for more plant posts.

�: Scott Ferguson, Horticulturist 

Erin Despard's Final Artist In Residence Update
In this final blog post of Erin Despard’s residency, she reflects on this change in her perspective and the
potential for propagation to become a practice with an impact beyond individual gardens. 

Learn more

https://www.instagram.com/p/CpQQLhFMcUh/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CpQQLhFMcUh/
https://twitter.com/UBCgarden/status/1630976652862685190/photo/1
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=647041174094628&set=a.617678220364257
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7036742351293206528
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/erin-despard-final-artist-in-residence-update/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/erin-despard-final-artist-in-residence-update/


Register Now

Spring Magnolia Walk
with Douglas Justice
April 2

An in-person walking tour to highlight the beautiful
blooms of the Magnolia Collection at UBC Botanical
Garden with Douglas Justice.

Register Now

Magnolia Musings with
Celeste Snowber
April 2

Discover the beauty and inspiration of magnolias
through a poetic and performative lens in the Asian
Garden with Dr. Celeste Snowber.

Upcoming Events

Visit 
UBC Botanical Garden

Explore the world of wild-collected 
plants from around the globe. 

Admission is $5/person in March

Hours:
Wednesday-Sunday: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Monday-Tuesday: Closed

Visit Nitobe 
Memorial Garden

Experience harmony in nature at
Nitobe Memorial Garden. 

Admission is now by donation

Hours:
Wednesday-Sunday: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Monday-Tuesday: Closed

https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/news-events/events-activities/spring-magnolia-walk-with-douglas-justice/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/news-events/events-activities/spring-magnolia-walk-with-douglas-justice/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/news-events/events-activities/magnolia-musings-with-celeste-snowber/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/news-events/events-activities/magnolia-musings-with-celeste-snowber/
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Please note: The Shop in the Garden 
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