
Biodiversity Days
Biodiversity Days is a month-long celebration throughout the month of May, to honour the

International Day for Biological Diversity (May 22) with events both online and at various

locations across campus. Hosted by UBC Botanical Garden in collaboration with SEEDS

Sustainability Program and CCUB Climate Crisis in Urban Biodiversity Initiative, the

celebration features family nature walks, a student showcase, virtual events, practical

workshops and more.

Most have limited capacity so register early to avoid disappointment. 

Register now for Biodiversity Days events: 

http://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/news-events/events-activities/biodiversity-days-schedule-experience-biodiversity-with-the-garden/


UBC Research to
Action: Urban
Biodiversity

Wednesday, May 4th 
12:00 pm-1:30 pm | ONLINE

Are you curious about how
students are exploring research

questions related to campus
biodiversity? Join us to celebrate
UBC student and community-led

research on biodiversity! Students,
faculty and community can learn

and engage with a variety of
biodiversity projects explored this
past year on topics ranging from
food procurement, urban forestry,

social values and more!  

Youth-Led 
Native Plant Tour

Saturday, May 7th 
1:00 pm-2:30 pm | IN-PERSON

Are you a youth who loves plants? 
Want to learn more about plants
native to the Pacific Northwest? 
Join Indigenous youth and plant

enthusiast, Shyann Thomas, for a
native plant-themed tour of the

beautiful UBC Botanical Garden! 
You’ll explore the forested gardens,

traverse the TreeWalk and learn
more about berries, edible and

medicinal plants.

Note: Free for children and youth
up to age 30!

UBC Tree Tour
& Student Research

Showcase
Wednesday, May 11th

1:00 pm-2:00 pm | IN-PERSON

Are you a self proclaimed tree-
hugger? Are you curious about the
trees you stroll by and their role in

the campus ecosystem? Join us for
this unique walking tour and learn
about how campus urban forests

can shape and enhance
biodiversity and  connectivity. Meet

at the Flag Pole Plaza, UBC
Vancouver Campus.

Reimagining People-
Plant Relations
Thursday, May 12th 

7:00 pm-8:15 pm | ONLINE

How can art and design help to
reimagine our ways of living with

plants in a time of widespread
environmental crisis? Join us for a

conversation between Artist in
Residence Erin Despard, and

student architects Saige Michel
and Jingzhou Sun.

Family Nature Walk at 
UBC Botanical Garden
Weekend of May 21st & 22nd
multiple times | IN-PERSON

Join us for a biodiversity adventure
at the beautiful UBC Botanical

Garden. Fun for the whole family!
Participate in family activities
around the Garden and learn

about biodiversity and life on land
by exploring education stations

throughout the Garden.

Book Signing with 
Nancy Turner

Monday, May 23rd at MOA
10:30 am | IN-PERSON

 Join us in celebrating the works of
Dr. Nancy Turner at Haida House
with an Indigenous luncheon to

follow.

Learn more & register

https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/biodiversitydays
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/biodiversitydays
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/biodiversitydays
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/biodiversitydays
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/biodiversitydays
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/biodiversitydays
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/news-events/events-activities/biodiversity-days-schedule-experience-biodiversity-with-the-garden/


Members Exclusive 
Garry Oak Ecosystem Tour with Ben Stormes
Two tour options: May 7th at 8 am and May 10th at 6 pm

For Garden Members only. Please join us on May 7th or May 10th for a one-hour private tour.
The Garden will be open to tour participants only at these times.

Spring has sprung, and the Garry Oak Meadow Garden is well on its way to peak-bloom. Join
Ben Stormes for a members-only tour of this seasonal highlight to learn about this locally
threatened ecosystem, explore the Garry oak meadow here at UBC Botanical Garden, and see
some of the charismatic plants currently in bloom. 

Ben Stormes is the curator and horticulturist for the North American Gardens at UBC
Botanical Garden. He has been with the Garden since the summer of 2016, and brings with
him a strong record of both academic and applied experience in horticulture, public outreach,
and education. A passionate gardener since a young age, Ben always has a little dirt under his
nails, no matter how hard he scrubs.

Here's a little snippet on our youtube channel, where Ben shares his knowledge of the Garry
Oak.

Note: You must be a current UBC Botanical Garden member to attend this tour. If you are not
yet a member you can purchase a membership here. 

Learn more & register

https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/news-events/events-activities/members-tours-with-ben-stormes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XSCIj5J8XY
https://shop.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/collections/admission-membership/products/garden-membership
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/news-events/events-activities/members-tours-with-ben-stormes/


�5�K�R�G�R�G�H�Q�G�U�R�Q���J�U�R�H�Q�O�D�Q�G�L�F�X�P

May in the Garden

May brings a huge variety of plants into flower in the Botanical Garden. The Carolinian Forest
Garden, which is usually celebrated more for its tree collection than its flowers, is worth
venturing into in May (or at any time, really). Here, we feature rhododendrons from the
Appalachian region of Eastern North America. These are “late flowering,” compared with most
of our Asian species, and this means flowers in May and June. 

In May visitors are treated to a spectacular show in the Garry Oak Meadow Garden. The
ephemeral riot of colour is a mash-up of the purples, blues, whites and yellows (and of course,
greens) of �3�O�H�F�W�U�L�W�L�V���F�R�Q�J�H�V�W�D (sea blush), �&�D�P�D�V�V�L�D���O�H�L�F�K�W�O�L�Q�L�L subsp. �V�X�N�V�G�R�U�I�L�L (great camas),
�&�D�P�D�V�V�L�D���T�X�D�P�D�V�K subsp. �P�D�[�L�P�D (common camas), �)�U�D�J�D�U�L�D���F�K�L�O�R�H�Q�V�L�V (beach strawberry)
and �/�R�P�D�W�L�X�P���X�W�U�L�F�X�O�D�W�X�P (spring gold). This attractive combination looks very natural
because these plants are actual associates in our local Garry oak ecosystems.

This is also a good time to see flowers in the shadier confines of the BC Rainforest Garden.

May is definitely a time of unrestrained floral abundance in the Garden, and this is but a tiny
offering to whet the appetite. You must come to see for yourself.

Read more

https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/may-in-the-garden-2022/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/may-in-the-garden-2022/


Artist in Residence Postcards 
available to purchase until May 15th, 2022

�* �U�R�Z���3�O�D�Q�W�V�����&�K�D�Q�J�H���\�R�X�U���/�L�I�H is a series of postcards exploring the beauty of plant
propagation by amateur gardeners by UBC Botanical Garden Artist in Residence Erin Despard.
They will be mailed to subscribers once a month for seven months, starting in May 2022. On
one side of the postcard is a short text by Erin, and on the other, a work of visual art created in
response to the text, contributed by an artist, designer or architect with whom Erin has been
fortunate to interact during her artistic residency at UBC Botanical Garden.

On sale for a limited time! - get them while they last

Learn more and purchase a subscription

https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/grow-plants-change-your-life-postcards-by-artist-in-residence-erin-despard/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/grow-plants-change-your-life-postcards-by-artist-in-residence-erin-despard/


Horticulture Training Program: Deadline Extended!
There is still time to apply! The deadline is now May 15th,
2022.

Interested in a career in horticulture, gardening, forestry or landscape architecture? The UBC
Botanical Garden Horticulture Training Program (HTP) is the only full-time horticulture training
program in Metro Vancouver north of the Fraser River. Applications are being accepted until
May 15, 2022. Apply today. 

Learn more

Visit UBC Botanical Garden & Visit Nitobe 

https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/learn/horticulture-training-program/
https://botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/learn/horticulture-training-program/
https://shop.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/collections/admission-membership?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Book%20Tickets%20Now&utm_campaign=Garden%20enews%202022%2003%2001
https://shop.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/collections/admission-membership?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Book%20Tickets%20Now&utm_campaign=Garden%20enews%202022%2003%2001


Share this email:

the Greenheart TreeWalk
Explore the world of wild-collected 

plants from around the globe. 

Hours:
Wednesday-Sunday: 10:00 am-4:30 pm*

Monday-Tuesday: Closed

*last entry time is at 3:30 pm for the
Greenheart TreeWalk 

Memorial Garden
Experience harmony in nature at

Nitobe Memorial Garden. 

Hours:
Wednesday-Sunday: 10:00 am-4:30 pm*

Monday-Tuesday: Closed

*May 20th: Nitobe Memorial Garden 
will open at 11 am

Book Tickets Now

Please note: Masks are still required in all indoor spaces on The University of British Columbia campus
including our Shop and washrooms. Learn about Covid-19 protocols at UBC: covid19.ubc.ca.

Connect with us online

Thank you for supporting UBC Botanical Garden
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